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1 Samuel 15: 1-35 

The most obvious way to step out of God’s will is to commit deliberate sin. In 
fact, this is so apparent that you might wonder why I’m pointing it out. The 
reason is that I often hear believers try to justify partial obedience.

King Saul tried to justify ignoring the Lord’s instructions. After God ordered 
the Israelites to utterly destroy the Amalekites and all their holdings, they 

spared the choicest beasts as well as the leader, Agag. Pleased with himself, 
Saul announced that he had done as commanded. But when Samuel 

questioned him further, Saul tried to blame the people (1 Samuel 15:15). 
Saul said, "They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best 

of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God, and the rest we have 
devoted to destruction.”

A king’s subjects, however, cannot act in so brazen a manner without his 
knowledge and permission.

Saul didn’t stop there. He argued that the animals had been saved so they 
could be sacrificed to the Lord. He must have sounded quite righteous to his 
own ears. But Samuel was not fooled. He called Saul’s action by its proper 
name—insubordination (v. 23).

Our reason for partial obedience may sound logical, but that doesn’t change 
the fact that we’re still in rebellion. Excuses and justifications won’t sway 
God in the slightest. He doesn’t alter His will to accommodate human 
desires or common sense. Instead, He looks for and takes delight in a faithful 
follower.

Are you trying to rationalize a decision or behavior? Perhaps you’ve offered 
reasons for pursuing a certain path. Or maybe you tried bargaining with 
God. I assure you He isn’t moved by any arguments. Remember: Partial 
obedience is disobedience in His eyes. And no sin is worth being outside His 
will.
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Only Obedience Will Do

http://mail2.familychristianmail.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0xJmF1aWQ9Jm1haWxpbmdpZD0yOTA3MSZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9OTA1NSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTcwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2NzkyMjg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9c2hlbGx5d2VybmVyMThAbXNuLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9MV8yNzgxMCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2002&&&http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.wisdomhunters.com/2013/01/keep-learning
http://mail2.familychristianmail.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0xJmF1aWQ9Jm1haWxpbmdpZD0yOTA3MSZtZXNzYWdlaWQ9OTA1NSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTcwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2NzkyMjg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9c2hlbGx5d2VybmVyMThAbXNuLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9MV8yNzgxMCZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&2004&&&http://www.wisdomhunters.com/2013/01/keep-learning
https://www.intouch.org/read/magazine/daily-devotions/only-obedience-will-do
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Two Paths…But One Way

As we are exploring the great and deadly scenes of planet earth as they play out in our study 
of the book of Revelation, never has there been a better time for the church to contemplate 
our eternal destinies with sober examination. Assumptions at times can be deadly for the 
human soul.

Hell has many residents who formerly professed faith in Christ. They didn’t “lose their 
salvation” because that’s biblically impossible (John 10:27–29). They are people who claimed 
to know Jesus, only to find out that Jesus didn’t know them.

It’s hard to think of any scenario in all of Scripture more horrifying than standing before Christ 
on Judgment Day with a false assurance of one’s salvation.

Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your 
name perform many miracles?” And then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart 
from Me, you who practice lawlessness.” (Matthew 7:21–23)

We need to remember that this passage isn’t referring to atheists, pagans, or cult members. 
Those condemned by Christ in Matthew 7 are people who address Christ as Lord. People 
who, in all likelihood, have professed faith in the same gospel that we believe!

Christ’s warning requires distinctions that are far more subtle than the obvious differences 
between the church and the world. We need to be able to distinguish the dividing line 
between true and false Christians. Moreover, on a personal level, we need to be able to 
discern where we really stand with the Lord.

For that reason, John MacArthur in a sermon dealing with this issue stresses the importance 
of understanding Christ’s warning in Matthew 7…

“There is no hope of heaven for those who do not believe the gospel. We understand that—no 
gospel, no salvation; no Christ, no salvation; no understanding of the cross and the 

resurrection, no salvation possible. But, the shocking thing is that even among those who 
believe and say, “Lord, Lord, we preached in your name, we cast out demons in your name, we 
did mighty works in your name,” there will be those who have no hope of heaven. The shock 
is that many who call Jesus “Lord” will be sent by God to eternal hell. This then is a riveting 

critical passage in a day and a time when lots of people call themselves Christians.”

continued
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continued…

It’s sobering to realize that there are people seated in churches every Sunday who suffer from 
this deadly delusion. And Jesus didn’t hold back in warning His listeners of that imminent, 
eternal danger.

“Two Paths, One Way” examines Christ’s stunning, concluding remarks in the Sermon on the 
Mount. John’s message breaks up Matthew 7:13–27 into six dichotomies, contrasting the way to 
heaven and the way to hell. There are two gates, two ways, two crowds, two behaviors, two 
foundations, and two destinations. In each case, only one of them is right.

Woe unto us if our Christian identity turns out to be an illusion—a false faith waiting to be 
exposed in Christ’s presence. We need to exercise authentic saving faith, built upon the truth of 
Christ’s words concerning the one true way of eternal life. To that end, John’s message helps us 
avoid the most subtle road to eternal ruin.

Sunday, June 10th Congregational Meeting & Vote to approve the 2018-2019 church          

budget and new Elders.

Sunday, June 17th Missionaries Marlan & Mercedes Olson will be visiting and giving an 

update on their ministry in Spain.

Sunday, June 24th All Church Pot Luck.

Monday, July 23rd – Friday, July 27th

Vacation Bible School Week

Woodville Church Nursery Schedule 
June

3  Gayle Knuver & Nancy Eveland

10 Carol Maring & Teresa Adams 

17 Adriana Beckwith & Barb Atkins

24 Betty Sutton & Sue Walta

Ladies, thank you for your service in caring for these little ones.
If you are unable to serve on the date that you are scheduled 

please contact Pam Morgan at 616-502-3423 as soon as possible.

July
1 June Frontjes & Barb Atkins

8 Sue Frens & Stefanie Mortensen

15 Gayle Knuver & Susan Foust

22 Teri Hook & Sue Walta

29 Marilyn Davis & Lorie Kellogg
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Greeters
for June:

Larry & June
Frontjes

1
Ladies        

Book Study 

2   
Elders  

Prayer Time

3  

Worship      
Service

4

Men’s
Bible  study

5 
AWANA
Family 
Picnic 

6  

Wednesday  
Night 
Service

7
Praise Team
practice

8 9 
Elders  

Prayer Time

10  

Worship      
Service

Congregational
Meeting

11   

Men’s  
Bible  study

12 13 
Christian   
Women’s

Club

Wednesday   
Night
Service

14  
Praise Team

practice

15  

Board   
Meeting

16
Elders    

Prayer Time

17 Father’s Day

Missionary
Guests

Worship      
Service

18

Men’s 
Bible  study

19 20 
Wednesday  

Night 
Service

21
Praise Team

practice

22 23
Elders   

Prayer Time

24
Worship      
Service
Pot Luck

25
Men’s

Bible  study

26 27
Wednesday  

Night 
Service

28

Praise Team
practice

29 30 
Elders   

Prayer Time

Items on this calendar are subject to change

Sundays
Worship 
Services 
10:00 a.m.

Wednesday 
Night Service
7 p.m.

3rd Friday
Board Meeting
6:00 p.m.

June  2018

June Birthdays
4: David Frens
9: Vic Berkompas
9: Tom Maring

14: Bill Walta
17: Susan Foust
20: Marilyn Patrick
26: Betty Angell
29: Rick Poore

June Anniversaries
1: Dennis & Mary Helmus
8: Dale & Gayle Knuver
9: Harry & Gail King (57 years)

15: Clint & Shelley Cook
17: Brad & Amy Cook
26: Duke & Lori VanderArk
26: Scott & Shayne Fifer
28: Luke & Alicia Beckwith



Items on this calendar 
are subject to change

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

Worship 
service 

Ministry Shares
Offering

2 

Men’s Bible 
study

3 4 
Independence

Day

5
Praise Team

practice

6 7
Elders  

Prayer Time

8

Worship 
service 

9  

Men’s Bible 
study

10 11  Christian   
Women’s

Club
Wednesday  

Night 
Service

12

Praise Team
practice

13 14
Elders   

Prayer Time

15

Worship 
service

16

Men’s Bible  
study

17 18
Wednesday  

Night 
Service

19

Praise Team
practice

20

Board   
Meeting

21
Elders   

Prayer Time

22

Worship 
service

23

Men’s Bible  
study

24 25 26

Praise Team
practice

27

VBS Family
Picnic  

28
Elders   

Prayer Time

29  
Worship 
service

30

Men’s Bible 
study

31 Greeters     
for July:

Dennis & 
Mary

Helmus

July 2018

July Birthdays
1: Case Knuver 21: Mary Helmus
3: Brittany Hurbert 24: Amy Cook
9: Marian Richards           25: Barb Knight
9: Hunter Frens                 26: David Adams
13: Dale Knuver 31: Lillian Foust
16: Deb Fisher
16: Gail King
20: Harry King

July
Anniversaries

4: Tim & Stefanie Mortensen
7: Charlie & Jenna Minor

Sundays
Worship Services 
10:00 a.m.

Wednesdays 
Night Service
7 p.m.

3rd Friday
Board Meeting
6:00 p.m.

VBS
July 23-27
9:00 am- noon
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---------Vacation Bible School Week---------
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Skillet Lasagna Toss
•Makes: 4 servings
•Yield: 6 cups
•Prep 10 mins
•Cook 15 mins

Use up those stray lasagna noodles
in this speedy, family-friendly pasta dish.

ingredients
• 8 lasagna noodles, broken in half crossways*
• 1 teaspoon olive oil
• 1 pound bulk Italian turkey sausage 
• 1 14½-ounce can crushed tomatoes
• 1 8-ounce can tomato sauce
• 3/4 teaspoon dried oregano, crushed
• 1/4 teaspoon dried rosemary, crushed
• 1/2 teaspoon minced garlic (1 clove)
• 1 small zucchini, halved lengthwise and sliced
• 4 ounces fresh mozzarella, cut into 3/4-inch chunks
• Grated Parmesan cheese

directions
• In a large saucepan or Dutch oven, cook 

lasagna noodles according to package 
directions. Drain and cool slightly; cut noodles 
in half lengthwise.

• Meanwhile, heat olive oil in a large skillet over 
medium heat. Add sausage; cook until sausage 
is firm, breaking up large pieces. Add crushed 
tomatoes, tomato sauce, oregano, rosemary 
and garlic; cover and simmer 5 minutes.

• Stir in zucchini; cover and simmer 3 minutes 
more or just until tender. Stir in cooked 
noodles to coat with sauce; heat through. Add 
mozzarella chunks without stirring; remove 
from heat, cover and let stand 1 minute or 
until mozzarella starts to melt. Serve, passing 
Parmesan for topping.

"Easy to make, tasty fruit salsa and cinnamon tortilla chips. Great as an appetizer or a snack. Great for 
anytime!“

Ingredients
2 kiwis, peeled and diced                      1 tablespoon brown sugar
2 Golden Delicious apples – 3 tablespoons fruit preserves, any flavor

peeled, cored and diced                     10 (10 inch) flour tortillas
8 ounces raspberries                              butter flavored cooking spray
1 pound strawberries                             2 tablespoons cinnamon sugar
2 tablespoons white sugar

Directions
In a large bowl, thoroughly mix kiwis, Golden Delicious apples, raspberries, strawberries, white sugar, brown 
sugar and fruit preserves. Cover and chill in the refrigerator at least 15 minutes.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C).
Coat one side of each flour tortilla with butter flavored cooking spray. Cut into wedges and arrange in a single 
layer on a large baking sheet. Sprinkle wedges with desired amount of cinnamon sugar. Spray again with 
cooking spray.
Bake in the preheated oven 8 to 10 minutes. Repeat with any remaining tortilla wedges. Allow to cool 
approximately 15 minutes. Serve with chilled fruit mixture.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2018 Allrecipes.com
Printed From Allrecipes.com 5/14/2018

Annie's Fruit Salsa and Cinnamon Chips
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“…A merry heart doeth good like medicine…”
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ACTIVITY PAGE

Riddle

I am old but also new
I may seem rather strange but all of me is true
I am 66 inside but really only 1
I can be pocket sized or sometimes weigh a ton!
All of me is about a person you really ought to meet
He often signs his name and each story is his treat
I am a world best-seller but sadly seldom read
Perhaps you've seen me on a shelf or lying by a bed?
What am I?

Answer: The Bible


